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outsiders this affair seemed to have completely blown over
when, on January 11, 1862, Lincoln wrote the following
short note:

MY DEAR SIR : As you have more than once expressed a desire
for a change of position, I can now gratify you consistently
with my view of the public interest. I, therefore, propose nomi-
nating you to the Senate next Monday as Minister to Russia.
Very sincerely your friend,

A. LINCOLN.

The real facts were given to the world by A. K. McClure
somewhat later in his book on "Lincoln and Men of War-
Time." He says that Cameron's dismissal was due to the
severe strain put upon the national credit, which led to the
severest criticisms of all manner of public profligacy, cul-
minating in a formal appeal to the President from leading
financial men of the country for an immediate change of
the Secretary of War; that Lincoln's letter of dismissal
was sent to Cameron by the hand of Secretary Chase,
and that it was extremely curt, being almost, if not quite,
literally as follows: "I have this day nominated Hon.
Edwin M. Stanton to be Secretary of War and you to
be Minister Plenipotentiary to Russia"; that Cameron
in great agitation brought this missive to the room of
Thomas A. Scott, Assistant Secretary of War, where Mr.
McClure happened to be dining and showed it to them;
that he wept bitterly, and said that it meant his personal
degradation and political ruin. Scott and McClure vol-
unteered to see Lincoln and ask him to withdraw the
offensive letter and to permit Cameron to antedate a
letter of resignation, to*which Lincoln consented. "The
letter conveyed by Chase was recalled; a new correspond-
ence was prepared, and a month later given to the
public."1

1 Lincoln and Men of War Time, p. 165.         wiw
